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Calendar
& Coming
Events
OCTOBER 14, 7:45 A.M.
20TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE
ST. PETERSBURG COLLEGE / EPICENTER
13805 58TH ST. N., CLEARWATER 33760

OCTOBER 18, 3:30 P.M.
GAPC BOARD MEETING
REGAL PALMS
VERANDAH ROOM

OCTOBER 18, 5:30 A.M.
MEMBERSHIP MEETING
MEET THOSE RUNNING
FOR THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Hors d’oeuvres at 5:30 p.m.,
Palms of Largo - CYPRESS PALMS Bldg.
400 Lake Avenue NE, Largo
RSVP to Association Website:
www.GuardianAssociation.org

OCTOBER 28, 9:00 A.M.
GAPC NETWORKING BREAKFAST
SEASONS LARGO MEMORY CARE
4175 E. Bay Drive, Clearwater
RSVP to Association Website
www.GuardianAssociation.org

C
ASSOCIATION COMMUNICATIONS
P.O. Box 1826
Pinellas Park, FL 33780
(727) 744-8600
Info@GuardianAssocation.org
www.GuardianAssociation.org

BRING IT ON!

SPOTLIGHT ON CONFERENCE

The GAPC 20th Annual Conference is almost here - new location, new
speakers, a plethora of exhibitors.
Jerome Jordan will speakon the Sixth Circuit Guardianship forms. Dr.
Jordan began his career with the Pinellas County Clerk of the Court in 1999
as a full time employee in the Civil Court Records
Department. Since joining the Clerk’s Office he has
earned several promotions and worked in numerous
departments. In January 2015, he assumed his current role
as the manager of the Probate Court Records
Department. During his tenure with the Clerk’s Office,
Dr. Jordan completed an undergraduate degree in
technology management and post graduate degrees in
organizational management and business administration.
Dr. Jerome Jordan Prior to joining the Clerk’s Office, Dr. Jordan served in
the United States Army in the 18th Airborne Corp, the
25th Light Infantry Division, and the 3rd Infantry
Division.
The Office of Public and Professional Guardians
(OPPG, formerly SPGO) is well represented as Jason
Nelson and Amelia Milton will be teaming up for a
Conference presentation. As Executive Director,
Office Public and Professional Guardians. Jason is
responsible for the supervision of the Statewide Public
Guardianship office within the Department of Elder
Jason Nelson
Affairs. Areas of responsibility over public and professional guardians include: regulatory oversight; developing
statewide standards of conduct and performance
measures; investigating allegations of abuse, exploitation and neglect made against guardians and taking disciplinary action when appropriate; reviewing the various
methods of funding guardianship programs; and contracting with public guardian offices around the State
of Florida to provide guardianship services to indigent
clients. Amelia Milton holds the post of Deputy
Amelia Milton
Director for OPPG in Tallahassee. She oversees monitoring and annual audit of public guardianship offices; assists with education and registration of professional guardians and represents OPPG for
stakeholders groups. legislative affairs, and project development.

2016 Board of Directors
Officers
President ............................................LynnMarie Boltze
813-625-8734
LynnMarieGuardian@gmail.com
Vice President ....................................................... open
Treasurer (Acting) ..............................LynnMarie Boltze
813-625-8734
LynnMarieGuardian@gmail.com

CONFERENCE UPDATE!
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Judge Mark Shames, Sixth Judicial Circuit Court
Judge, Probate & Guardianship Division, will be sharing
the luncheon podium with Jerome Jordan. Having
received his B.A. from Gettysburg College (PA) and his J.D.
from Stetson University, College of Law, Judge Shames
was elected to the Sixth Circuit Court in 1997.

Secretary ...............................................................open

50/50 RAFFLE DRAW
Board Members
Tina Costa
813-334-3472

Tina.Costa@rescare.com

Mark Grande
727-785-0973

mark@eternalcremations.com

Trisha Randall
727-553-5100

trandall@seniorlivingonline.com

Past President
Cynthia Van Vliet
727-253-3735

Take your chance on a fund-raising raffle at the Annual
Conference on Friday, October 14th. Raffle tickets cost $2
each, 6 for $5 or $20 will buy you an boatload of tickets.
Purchase your tickets at the GAPC
Registration Desk or look for one of the
Board of Directors or Volunteers with tickets
to sell. Then join us at 5:00 p.m. as we
draw the lucky winner. Proceeds are split
50/50 with our Association.

cynthiavanvliet@tampabay.rr.com

MAKE SURE YOU STAY CONNECTED...
Committees

...with the free app designed especially for the
Guardian community to keep you up to date on Guardian
events including the Annual Conference.

Conference Committee
LynnMarie Boltze, Chair
Phyllis Johnson, Co-Chair

To access the new app, search for “Guardian
Association” on the App Store or the Google Play Store.
You may also scan the QR code below which will take you
to the appropriate app store for your device.

Membership/Public Relations Committee
Trisha Randall, Chair
Mark Grande, Co-Chair
Marketing/Social Media Committee
Krista Rosado, Stacy Hansen
Nominating Committee
LynnMarie Boltze, Chair
Correy Pastore, Co-Chair
Newsletter Editor & Breakfast Facilities Coordinator
Phyllis Johnson
727-596-8919 or pjohns3@tampabay.rr.com

ASSOCIATION COMMUNICATIONS
P.O. Box 1826, Pinellas Park, FL 33780
(727) 744-8600
Info@GuardianAssociation.org
www.GuardianAssociation.org
https://facebook.com/GuardianAssociationPinellas
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FROM THE DESK OF

CONTACT INFO:

THE PRESIDENT

Cell: 813.625.8734 Fax: 727.545.4312
LynnMarieGuardian@gmail.com

LynnMarie Boltze

THOUGHTS FROM THE PRESIDENT...
Excitement is an understatement regarding our upcoming 20th Annual Conference Friday, October 14th.
We are honored for the second year in a row to have special guest and Master of Ceremonies Maria Winer,
Professional Guardian and Owner of Maria’s Adult Day Care Center, who holds a very special place in our hearts.
Traveling all the way from Tallahassee to kick off our 20th Annual Conference will be two key players from
the SPGO team (now known as OPPG). Executive Director Jason Nelson and Amelia Milton, Supervisor of
Professional Guardian Registration, Monitoring and Education, will give us a handle on Professional
Guardian Monitoring.
Dr Jessica Banko is back discussing the way Alzheimer's research is evolving at Byrd Institute. You can
check the speaker schedule for her time and topic as well as a complete list of speakers and their respective
topics on page 5 of this newsletter.
We are pleased once again to offer 7 CEU’s through CEBroker and 7 CLE’s through The Florida Bar.
SPC is offering 5 CEU’s as well. Make sure to bring your guardian number with you for completion of your
CEU certificate.
Reminder, the next big line item after the Expo, are the GAPC elections. Please join us at our next GAPC
General Membership Meeting, on Tuesday October 18th. Each candidate running will have three minutes
to discuss their bio and platform. We will be hearing from those who submitted an application for BOD
election. We are only as strong as our leadership and we need each and every one of you to pitch in and
be part of the team!
Many have asked over the last couple of years why we have our conference in October. For me it's a
simple answer. October is “National Guardianship Month” and what a better time to have our Expo and
network among other Professional Guardians and Healthcare professionals.
I would personally like to thank all of the Attendees, Exhibitors and Sponsors as well as our Power
Partners; Gold Sponsor Mobile Physician Services, Silver Sponsor Optum- Healthcare, and our Bronze
Sponsor Guardian Trust. A big thank you goes to our Conference Committee members who have worked
extremely hard to secure speakers with topics pertinent to the interests of guardians and service providers
in our area. And thanks also to Denise Kerwin, Giovanna
Taylor, Belinthia Berry and Patrick Petrick from St.
OLLOW S ON OCIAL EDIA
Petersburg College for working so diligently with us to make
the Conference a success.

F

We hope to see you at the Conference next week and
remember , we're only as good as those around us. I personally feel we are all so blessed to have such a great
group of professionals and their endless resources.
Warm Blessings

LYNNMARIE
P.S. Stay tuned for date and time of a future training
seminar for the new and improved forms for the Sixth
Judicial Court. We need to make sure we stay on top of
this as Professional Guardians.

U

S

M

Guardians and Healthcare professionals
can exchange ideas, ask questions,
seek solutions, build a network,
and receive helpful info/updates
through social messaging.

ASSOCIATION INFO

OCTOBER NETWORKING
BREAKFAST
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MEMBERSHIP MEETING
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18th

FALL PREVENTION
Katherine Campbell, MA, Owner
of These Joints are Jumping and
Keepsake Candid’s. For the past
5 years, Katherine has been and Katherine Campbell
continues to conduct fun, functional
fitness Ageless Grace classes for seniors in ALF's,
Memory Care, Senior Centers, Pinellas County Schools
and other communities in Pinellas County. She is a trainer
and an educator for the Ageless Grace program which
is based on the science of neuroplasticity. The program
focuses on fitness for the brain as well as the body.

There will be no speaker
at this month’s Membership Meeting.
A short presentation will be
given by each Board of Director
Candidate for your consideration.
Hors d’oeuvres at 5:30 p.m.,
The Palms of Largo, Cypress Palms Building,
400 Lake Avenue NE, Largo.
RSVP to Association Website:
www.GuardianAssociation.org

As a speaker this month Katherine will talk about fall prevention: how we age, who is at risk and
how we can help reduce the risks of falling. Her talk will include a few of the fun and valuable
exercises she teaches with the hope everyone will take at least one home with them and use it and
share it!
Katherine is available for classes as well as her latest endeavor, photographing our seniors and
families wherever they reside.
Come join us as we gather at Seasons Largo Memory Care at 4175 East Bay Drive, Clearwater.
Great Information. Great food. Great networking.

JOIN NOW!

Anyone
Anyone joining
joining NOW
NOW gets
gets 2
2 months
months FREE!
FREE!
BECOME A GAPC MEMBER TODAY...
... and reap the benefits of joining a knowledgeable network of professionals. Professional
Guardians, Affiliates and Healthcare professionals that join now will be members in good
standing through December 31st 2017 (a savings of 2 months FREE!). In addition to new
networking opportunities you receive the GAPC monthly eNewsletter. The eNewsletter is
exclusive to members only and only members have access to the Member Directory.
Members obtain a reduced fee for the Annual Conference, access a forum to state your concerns and questions and have the convenience of online payment via PayPal. To join or to
continue your membership go to our website HERE.

2016 ANNUAL CONFERENCE / OCTOBER 14TH
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
* Speakers Are Subject to Change

Time
7:45 a.m.
to
8:20 a.m.

8:20 a.m.
to
9:40 a.m.

9:45 a.m.
to
10:35 a.m.

Track 1 / Legal

REGISTRATION, CHECK-IN
CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST
VISIT EXHIBTORS’ SHOWCASE
Welcome: LynnMarie Boltze, President & Maria Winer, Master of Ceremonies
~~~~~~~~~
PROFESSIONAL GUARDIAN MONITORING
Jason Nelson, Executive Director & Amelia Milton, Supervisor of Monitoring, Registration & Education
Office of Public & Professional Guardians (OPPG)
TOP 10 MISTAKES MADE BY
MEDICATION THERAPY
TIPS ON TALKING
PROFESSIONAL GUARDIANS
MANAGEMENT
Sandy Yochem, RN
Michael Porter, Esq.
BlueStone Physician Services
Arthur Wernick, Pharmacist
Thomas Tripp, Esq.

10:35 a.m.
to
11:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
to
11:50 a.m.

12:00 p.m.
to
1:45 p.m.

1:50 p.m.
to
2:40 p.m.

2:50 p.m.
to
3:40 p.m.

Track 3 / Medical

Track 2 / Practical

MORNING BREAK
VISIT EXHIBITORS’ SHOWCASE
ADVANCED MEDICAID STRATEGIES
WITH SPECIAL NEEDS TRUSTS
Travis D. Finchum, Esq.
Guardian Trust

LEGISLATIVE UPDATES
Steve Hitchcock, Esq.

MEDICARE 101
Samantha McHugh
United Health Care / OPTUM

LUNCHEON

JEROME JORDAN, CLERK’S OFFICE, 6TH CIRCUIT
SIXTH CIRCUIT GUARDIANSHIP FORMS
UPDATES TO FLORIDA LIVING
RESTORATION OF RIGHTS
Steve Hitchcock Esq. &
Karen Campbell, Esq.,
Executive Director,
North Florida Office of
Public Guardianship (OPG)

WILL - STATUTE 765
Arwyn Elden, MSS, LCSW
Empath Choices for Care

CONTINUITY OF CARE
Dr. Richard Wacksman
Mobile Physician Services

AN INTRODUCTION
HOW TO COMMUNICATE WITH A
VETERANS BENEFITS
PERSON WITH ALZHEIMER’S
Michael Swonger
Eileen Poiley., M.S.
Pinellas County Veteran Services USF Health, Byrd Alzheimer’s Inst.
TO

3:40 p.m.
to 4:10 p.m.

AFTERNOON BREAK
AWARDING OF EXHIBITORS’ DOOR PRIZES

4:10 p.m.
to
5:00 p.m.

ALZHEIMER’S 2020 - CONTINUING EVOLUTION
Jessica Banko, Ph.D., M.S.
USF Health Byrd Alzheimer’s Institute

5:00 p.m.

GUARDIAN GRAND PRIZE DRAWING & 50/50 DRAWING
Rev. 10 / 6 / 2016
Must be present to win
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RULES FOR THE GENERAL ELECTION
To be qualified to vote in the November election, a member must be a member in good standing.
Candidates will be given 3 minutes to introduce themselves and their platform at the October
18, 2016 General Meeting.
Just as in previous year’s voting process, the election of new Board Members will be held
online via Survey Monkey. Members will be notified the first week of November with regard to
election voting procedure. Keep an eye on your inboxes.
Installation of new Board Members will take place at the January 17th, 2017 General
Membership Meeting.

NOMINEES FOR BOARD OF DIRECTORS
BOARD MEMBERS SERVE A TWO YEAR TERM
SUSAN BREHM is a new Guardian but has served as a volunteer in many capacities for
different organizations. She has served as an officer, on various committees and commitee
chair. Susan has led membership drives, fundraisers and dynamic programs including
Minnie’s Food Pantry, Spread the Love Movement (Founder - Dallas homeless food
program), Dallas Urban Housing & Rehabilitation Standards Board, Dallas Metro
Diversity Council Chair, National League of Women Voters, Meals on Wheels, and others.
She is currently a member of Better Living for Seniors and serves with those working on
Elves for Elders. Susan says, “I view the GAPC as my organization which means getting
involved, serving, learning and adding value any way I see possible”.
TINA COSTA has been an RN for 30 years, in homecare for the past 26 years and
presently Account Executive at ResCare Home Care in Dunedin. "I am well connected in
the community. I am driven, organized, ethical and a very hard worker," says Tina. Having
been involved with GAPC on some level since 2010,she has developed tremendous respect
for the profession and feels she can continue to be a voice in educating the community on
how guardians help people in need. She is Founder and President of Professional Speakers
Bureau of Tampa Bay (PSBTB) and Bases, Your Source; a member and on BOD of Rotary
Club, PCEPC and GAPC as well as Co-chair of the Professional Development
Committee of Better Living for Seniors.

MARK GRANDE is the owner of Eternal Cremation Services, LLC, providing direct
cremation personal services at an affordable price. He formerly was a Regional
Management Training Consultant for AIG American Life & Accident Insurance
Company. Mr. Grande has been a spokesman for United Parcel Service, for United Way
events and other charities, as well as being a motivational speaker. He holds a Bachelor’s
Degree in Business Administration and is recognized by Who’s Who in Executives and
Professionals. He is a member of the Association as well as a member of Better Living for
Seniors.

21

er 30th
g Breakfast
NOMINEES FOR BOARD OF DIRECTORS (CONT’D)
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BOARD
SERVE A TWO YEAR TERM
here are no problems only solutions
I have toMEMBERS
figure out."
October breakfast speaker Beth Warren's comment
ured far left) regarding her role in alleviating the burdens
location for clients. President/Owner of Redefined
CATHY
LONG In
to being a Professional Guardian, Cathy Long has been a
ng/Redefined Moving, Beth says,
"Knowing
howaddition
to
Guardian ad Litem for over 3 years working with teens and doing Assessments for children
dite something that might be overwhelming for a senior
before their court hearing for placement. She believes bringing this experience with her
of the pluses of hiring a Professional Organizer or Move
will help her be a better Professional Guardian. Says Cathy ""I have always cared about
ager. We get clients over the edge
be of
it moving
intowant
a to be of help in ways that are beneficial to their well being. I
people
all ages and
ment community or in or out look
of a forward
gated community."
to working with the Board to find and bring in new speakers, to help with
can be contacted at beth@redefined.living.com
or (727)and to have the opportunity to be on a committee”.
the Annual Conference
7271..
DAVID MENNEKE, owner of Florida Family Cremations, Inc. thinks a new influx of
board members would generate more interest in the organizations. David has been a
member of the Bay Area Marketing Association, Bay Area Senior Education Services,
Cremation Association of North America, as well as Better Living for Seniors. Says David,
"I would like to be part of this new blood in this Association. The guardians are very
important to our seniors who have no family or advocates. I want this organization to be
strong and vibrant. I will do all I can to help make it that way”.

TRISHA RANDALL is the publisher of Senior Living Guide, a housing and resource
guide that is distributed in the Tampa Bay area and used by many industry professionals.
Trisha has been a member of GAPC since 2009 and been on the GAPC board of directors
for three terms. She is responsible for upgrading the GAPC website several years ago to
include a membership database, event announcements and registrations, has helped
coordinate the annual educational conference and implemented the convenience of using
PayPal. In addition to her Senior Living Guide and Guardian Association responsibilities
Trisha is also a member of Better Living for Seniors where she volunteers to do similar
responsibilities as she does with the GAPC. Trisha is asking you to vote for her in the upcoming board of
directors election so she can continue her many responsibilities with the Guardian Association.

QUYEN TRUJILLO is an Associate with Charles Rutenberg Realty offers her services to
Grand
a number
of community organizations including Keep It Local Networking Group, Board
Member for Oldsmar Code Enforcement, Board Member for Oldsmar Centennial
Villa
Committee, Grassroots Partner Alzheimer’s Association, as well as teaching classes for
of
Clearwater
Housing Authority and featured in several HGTV’s House Hunters episodes.
Quyen says, “I can generate excitement and enthusiasm for more participation in the
St. Pete
group. Fresh ideas that will catapult this amazing group into another level and create an
environment where all guardians will want to not only join but actively participate”.
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Regular Membership Meeting

(Above) GAPC Board Member Tina Costa with
our speaker Attorney Gerald Hemness, Jr.

Cypress
Palms,
Largo

September 20th

A summary of
Attorney Hemness’
presentation will be
included in the
November
e-Newsletter.

“P ETER FALK’S LAW”

ON

DEATH NOTIFICATION S IGNED

IN

N EW YORK

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) A new state law in New York named after the late actor Peter Falk aims to
ensure relatives of people in guardianship are notified when their loved one dies.
Gov. Andrew Cuomo signed the measure into law recently. It changes state guardianship law to
require the identification of those loved ones who should be notified about a person's death or burial.
Falk, the star of the television detective show Columbo, died in 2011. His children did not learn about
his funeral arrangements, however, because they were not notified by Falk's second wife, who had
been appointed his guardian.
Democrat Cuomo says the law tries to ensure that loved ones can "express their love and pay their
respects" at the end of a relative's life.
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Victoria’s Tender Ca r e
AHCA 228727

Our Umbrella
Will Cover Your
Home Care Needs
727-544-4992
www.HomeCare2u.com

Our Trusted Senior Tender Care
Arranges For a Variety of Services
• Companion - Homemaker • Hourly or Live In
• House Cleaning
• Meal Preparation
• Travel Companions
• Transportation
• Care Management

• Pet Care

Alzheimer, Dementia and HospiceSupport
All services customized to your needs!

MEDICARE HUNTING SEASON
OCTOBER 15TH TO DECEMBER 7TH
FOR CHANGES EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2017
SUBMITTED BY
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LINDA CHAMBERLAIN, ESQ.

With a background in social services prior to becoming a Board Certified Elder Law
Attorney and who has achieved Martindale Hubbell’s highest rating as an AV
Preeminent Attorney, Linda Chamberlain presently serves as an Adjunct Professor at
Stetson University College of Law. She is Founder and President of the newly merged
Aging Wisely, LLC and Easy Living, Inc. Her Elder Law practice is well versed in
Medicaid planning, Medicaid applications, Long Term Care and Disability issues.
Many people call us to help find the right rehabilitation center or nursing
home for their loved one only to find out their Medicare Advantage plan is not
accepted at the facility they want. It is so frustrating to tell them their insurance plan only provides insurance
coverage at a few nursing homes, and of course it always seems like they are facilities we typically don’t
recommend or are quite a drive from their community.
If you are 65 years old or older selecting traditional Medicare coverage, Medicare A&B with a Part D
prescription plan and a Part F supplemental plan is going to provide more choices of healthcare providers (at
least in Florida). You will not be limited to certain healthcare providers like you may be under a Medicare
Advantage Plan. Limitations include hospital choices, rehabilitation choices, physician and other health care
provider choices. Each Advantage plan lists the health care providers they contract with on their respective
websites.
Selection of health care facilities is not the only issue with Medicare Advantage Plans, it is also the number
of rehabilitation days the Medicare Advantage plan is willing to pay. Traditional Medicare provides up to 100
days of rehabilitation. Our experience tells us it is more difficult to get your rehabilitation days extended
with a Medicare Advantage Plan than it is traditional Medicare.
If you cannot afford Medicare A, B &D, consider applying for the Medicaid program, Qualified Medicaid
Beneficiary (QMB). The income and asset limit for 2016 for an individual is $1,010 income and $7,280
assets, and a married couple is $1,355 income and $10,930 assets. Medicare providers aren’t allowed to bill
you for Medicare deductibles, coinsurance, and copayments when you get services and items Medicare
covers, except outpatient prescription drugs. Pharmacists may charge you up to a limited amount (no more
than $3.60 in 2016) for prescription drugs covered by Medicare Part D. Review with your Elder Law attorney for
assistance in meeting the Income and Asset requirements.
You may want to enlist the help of an expert who
can answer your questions and help you understand all
of the various aspects of Medicare and your health care
(including how programs like Medicaid and VA benefits work and coordinating these options).
Read more at:
http://www.easylivingfl.com/blog/#ixzz4KhFnXPIa

Special Thanks to our Power Partners
for Their Support!

Gold Sponsor

Silver Sponsor
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Bronze Sponsor

The
GAPC
will be in
attendance for
this event.

FEES ASSOCIATED WITH GUARDIANSHIPS
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Submitted by Jennifer Lima-Smith, Esq., Gilbert Garcia Group, P.A.
The District Courts are at it again. There is a recent August 2016 4th DCA
appellate decision regarding fees. The court examined the hourly rate previously
allowed to the guardian and reduced the numbers.
In Monarchcare, Inc. v. Guardianship of Sanford Block and Sharon Fein, CoGuardian of the Property, No. 4D15-4037 (Fla. 4th DCA, August 3, 2016), the
court examined the nature of the fees sought. Mr. Block was adjudicated partially
incapacitated. Both Fein and Monarchcare served as co-guardians. Monarchcare
was generally awarded fees at $95 per hour although it sometimes billed at $50 per
hour or no charge for small amounts of time. Fein generally billed at $45-50 per
hour. From around October 2012 to November 2014, Monarchcare received
Jennifer Lima-Smith, Esq.
$21,567.97 in fees and Fein considerably less. In April 2015, the then presiding
judge held a hearing to review the fees and also, prospectively capped fees at the $45 rate for both co-guardians.
Monarchcare then submitted another request for fees for 16.3 hours at $95 per hour. The successor judge heard
the case at an evidentiary hearing and upheld the reduced rate. Monarchcare appealed.
Florida Statute 744.108 states: The guardian has the burden to establish through appropriate proof that
services claimed are actually performed and that the fees claimed for those services are reasonable. Based on
that proof, the probate court has the discretion to determine the amount of the fees to which the guardian is
reasonably entitled. See In re Guardianship of Shell, 978 So.2d 885, 889 (Fla. 2d DCA 2008). A court is not at
liberty to award anything more or less than fair and reasonable compensation for the services rendered or monies
expended in each individual case.” Id. at 890 quoting Lewis v. Gramil Corp., 94 So.2d 174, 176 (Fla. 1957).
A court must consider the following factors when determining whether the fee requested by the guardian
is reasonable:
a) The time and labor required;
b) The novelty and difficulty of the questions involved and the skill required to perform the services properly;
c) The likelihood that the acceptance of the particular employment will preclude other employment of the
person;
d) The fee customarily charged in the locality for similar services;
e) The nature and value of the incapacitated person’s property, the amount of income earned by the estate,
and the responsibilities and potential liabilities assumed by the person;
f ) The results obtained;
g) The time limits imposed by the circumstances;
h) The nature and length of the relationship with the incapacitated person; and
I) The experience, reputation, diligence, and ability of the person performing the service.
The court found that the instant case was no different than an attorney’s fees award, where time spent by
associates, paralegals and other support staff cannot be billed at the same rate as a lead attorney. Although the
trial court conducted an evidentiary hearing, the rate reduction
to $45 per hour was not supported by the evidence in the record
and reversed and remanded to re-determine the reasonable
hourly rate.

This ‘n That
❖
Grand Villa of St.
Petersburg/Assisted Living &
Memory Care provide an
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Support
Group for Spouses/Partners on
the second Monday of each
month, 2:00 - 3:30 p.m. To
attend, please call (727) 578-2558.
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625-8358.

❖

Karen Karle Truman of Dementia Caregiver
Resources will be facilitating an Alzheimer’s
Support Group at Grand Villa Assisted Living and
Memory Care, 750 Starkey Road, Largo, 33771.
The groups meet the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of each
month at 6:00 p.m. or 1st & 3rd Friday of each
month at 9:30 a.m. RSVP to (727) 248-0372.

❖ Pat Alexander and grandson ❖ Ron Reagan extends the following invitation:
Dr. James Shuman of
Alexander Spine Institute at the
Central Pinellas Chamber of
Commerce Inspire Awards
Ceremony. Pat won an award
for her philanthropic work in
the community.

Sunday, October 30th, 3:00 p.m. Songs from
American Opera (aka musicals) as well as arias from
well known operas of Italy, Germany and Russia.
They are family friendly and children are welcome.
Snacks available at intermission. Free parking and
wheelchair accessible.
Admission: Pay What You Can
❖ Sunrise Schmooze is to be held Friday, October Pinellas Park Performing Arts Center
21st, 8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Guest speaker will be 4951 - 78th Avenue N., Pinellas Park
Julie Brannon, Bailey’s Naturals Herbal Apothecare. For more information, (727) 204-4163
Breakfast will be served. $5.00 entry fee benefits the
❖ Alzheimer’s Association, Florida Gulf Coast
Alzheimer’s Association. Location is Regal Palm’s Ice
Chapter holds a monthly Working Caregiver
Cream Parlor, 30 Lake Ave. NE, Largo, 33771.
Support Group. The Gathering Place at Empath
RSVP to Adriane at (727) 288-6825.
Health, 5771 Roosevelt Blvd, Clearwater, 33760,
6:00
- 7:30 p.m. Meets 3rd Wednesday of each
❖ Save the Date for TBI Residential Services, Inc.’s
Annual Holiday Party. Friday, December 16, 2016, month.
6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Springs.

2563 Keystone Road, Tarpon

❖ Belleair Besties is enjoying their new location Fat

Cat Café, 3665 East Bay Drive, Largo, is kind
❖ Sandy Yochem of Bluestone Physician Services enough to donate some yummy appetizers and they
who will be speaking at our upcoming Conference have great drink specials. They meet the first
wanted all to know about Bluestone's Annual Wednesday of each month, 4:00 p.m. RSVP to
Assisted Living Forum offering 3 CE's to nurses. Adriane Evert at (727) 288-6825.
Friday, October 28th, 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.,
❖ Season’s Belleair is offering special pricing of
Carrollwood Country Club, 13903 Clubhouse
$6,000 OFF over the first six months. Call now
Drive, Tampa, 33618. Light Breakfast & Lunch
for limited time offer - (727) 754-9797.
served. For questions and/or to RSVP call (813)
Located at 1145 Ponce de Leon Blvd., Belleair,

Mental Health is so prevalent in the work guardians do we are bringing the following to your attention. There is
an opportunity to improve the lives of tens of millions of Americans. Contact your Senators and urge them to
bring the Mental Health Reform Act of 2016 (S. 2680) to the floor and vote YES. In July, the Helping Families
in Mental Health Crisis Act of 2015 (H.R. 2646) passed the House of Representatives. Now, the Senate needs
to pass the companion legislation, the Mental Health Reform Act of 2016 (S. 2680).S. 2680 has bipartisan support. Mental Health America and the Alliance for Strong Families and Communities are partnering with other
national organizations to urge the Senate to pass mental health reform legislation this year. Contact your Senators
and ask them to vote YES!

ALL YOU NEED IS LOVE
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Submitted by Carol Spain
Senior Real Estate Specialist with ROE Realty
How close to the vest are the words in this famed
Beatles song? Is love all we need? I would hope that
most would answer yes. Of course we need the
physical substance of survival like air, water, food, and
shelter But I believe that Love can get us through the
toughest of times. Love truly does heal and I have
witnessed it.

buying a home, but to buffer the stress and provide
support throughout. A good realtor handles your
transaction like you were family.

One of the main things that attracted me to the
Guardian Association was the people associated with
the organization who are not only professional, but
caring and compassionate as well. From some of
You might ask how does Love relate to Real Estate? their shared stories, it is obvious to me that they
It is because real estate relates to people. Selling or understand the concept, “All you need is Love” .
buying a home is more about the people than the
house. Selling and buying a home can be taxing and
emotional. The house doesn’t feel the stress, but the
buyer does.
It is not only the job of a Realtor to represent the
customer in the physical transaction of selling or

Villas & Apartments for Seniors...
A Safe & Secure place to call home.
Full Continuum of Care Community in Largo,
offering Senior Amenities & Services.
727-581-9427, ext. 2052 • www.oakmanorliving.com

The Guardianship Association
of Pinellas County, Inc.
does not endorse or recommend any
products or services. The views and opinions
expressed in articles published in the
e-Newsletter do not necessarily state
or reflect those of the Association
or its members.
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Division of Inspector General
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Office of Ken Burke
Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller
For Pinellas County, Florida

HAVE YOU FILED YOUR PETITIONS AND ORDERS
FOR GUARDIAN FEES AND COSTS?
The Clerk’s Division of Inspector General (IG) has noted the following involving Professional
Guardians:

•
•

Professional Guardians are submitting their guardian petition for fees and costs for multiple
years at the same time.
In some cases, the ward had assets; however, the Professional Guardian waited to file petitions
for their fees and costs

When a guardian’s fee petition is filed, the Clerk’s Office is responsible for sending the fee petition
to the General Magistrate’s Office for review. After the General Magistrate’s review, the fee petition is
forwarded to the appropriate Judge for consideration. The Judge awards fees and costs either by
entering an order awarding the fees and costs requested, or an order awarding a portion of the
guardian’s fees and costs not at issue with the Court.
Judge Greer’s Memorandum on Determination of Guardian Fees dated April 16, 2007 includes the
attachment, “Sixth Circuit Guardian Fee Issues.” This attachment requires that the petition for fees
include the date of service, description of services, number of hours and the hourly rate, and the total
of all fees and costs. The Court recommendations include that a guardian file their petition for guardian
fees and costs every six months, or once a year. When a guardian submits a petition for fees and costs
for multiple years, this does not conform to the Court’s recommendations.
While the Clerk’s Office realizes, in some cases, that there may not be any assets from which to
pay the fees and costs, or the ward receives money at a later time, filing multiple years at once creates
more work for the General Magistrates, Clerk’s Office, and Judges.
Please remember, if a guardian is removed as a registered guardian from the Statewide Public
Guardianship Office, the guardian’s hourly rate for the time period in which he/she is not registered will
be reduced to the non-professional hourly rate.
Please note: If there is a topic you would like discussed in any of our upcoming monthly newsletter
articles, please email it to aDiNatale@pinellascounty.org.

Please note that there will be training for the new and approved forms for the Sixth
Judicial Court. Please stay tuned as we will have a training seminar in the very near future
for all those interested in attending.

HOW TO CONTACT US: If we can be of assistance, please call:
Division of Inspector General, PIU ............... 464-8371
Division of Inspector General, Fax .................. 464-8386
Probate Court Records ................................ 464-3321
Guardianship Hotline ................ 45-FRAUD (453-7283)
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ADVERTISE
In The Professional Guardian Newsletter
Advertising Rates
Full page, 1 month,
Sponsoring
1/2 page

$250.00
$130.00*

1/4 page

$ 80.00*

1/8 page business card

$ 50.00*

* Per month with 3 month minimum
Send camera ready color ads and payment, as
well as editorial copy to:

(727) 431-2121
jbceren@msn.com

Phyllis Johnson
One Windrush Blvd., #55
Indian Rocks Beach, FL 33785
email: pjohns3@tampabay.rr.com
telephone: (727) 596-8919
Deadline for ads with payment is the 25th of
each month. Same deadline for editorial copy.
A complimentary copy of each issue is sent to
our advertisers.

Providing: Simple, Affordable, Dignity
It is our honor to help those in their time of need when
experiencing the loss of a loved one. We offer:
• Direct cremation services in Pinellas,
Hillsborough, Pasco and Manatee Counties
• A worry-free cremation because we own our own
crematory, controlling the process and schedule –
Your loved one never leaves our care
• A licensed professional with 25+ years of
experience
• Our guarantee that you, your family and your
loved one will be treated with COMPASSION,
CARE, RESPECT and DIGNITY
• An invitation to look over our new, state-of-theart facility
• Simplicity - One call to us, available 24 hours a
day, and we will handle everything
TURN TO US IN YOUR TIME OF NEED.

5840 Ulmerton Road, Unit D • Clearwater, FL 33760
Office: (727) 223-5911 • Fax: (727) 223-8905
www.floridafamilycremations.com

Our Mission is “to affect
positively the quality of life
for our residents, meet their
multiple needs and those
of their families.”

TBI Residential Services is an all male facility that
specializes in the care and services for individuals with:
brain injury • difficult dementia
post traumatic stress disorder
other behavioral associated conditions

TBI Offers:
TOUR TODAY!
• Licensed
(727) 938-6800
assisted living
2563 KEYSTONE ROAD
community in
TARPON SPRINGS, FL
a secure setting
• Computerized Medication Management
to promote accuracy & timeliness
• Provides transportation to and from
Doctors’ appointments.
• We will work with your long term care
insurance provider
• We accept worker’s compensation injury
cases and veterans administration
• Day and Respite Care services
Assisted Living Facility H 9034
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Networking Breakfast
Seasons Belleair Memory Care
Our September
Breakfast
Speaker
Bryan Ogelsby
of the Better
Business Bureau,
pictured left
with Katherine
Campbell of
Joints are Jumping

SEPTEMBER
30TH
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The Palms of Largo is an Independent, Assisted & Memory Care Campus!

GAPC IDENTIFICATION
BADGE ORDER FORM

Identification badges with our New Logo
are available to members for $15.
Badges will be mailed to your
WITH
address.
For information, contact
NEW
LOGO
LynnMarie Boltze at (813) 6258734.
Name on badge

(Title will read Professional Guardian)

Shipping address
City, State, Zip
Email or phone
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Call 727-559-7776 for details.
2050 East Bay Drive, Largo, FL 33771
www.heronhouseiral.com
ALF License No. 10811

GuardianAssociation

Membership Request

of Pinellas County, Inc.
Membership
MembershipYear:
Year: January
January11through
throughDecember
December3131 MEMBERS
MEMBERSPAYING
PAYINGNOW
NOWARE
AREGOOD
GOODTHROUGH
THROUGHDECEMBER
DECEMBER2017!
2017!
Membership Application:
New
Renewal
Date:
By joining the GAPC you are affirming that you have read the GAPC bylaws and the adopted Code of Ethics from the National Guardian Association.
The GAPC Bylaws and NGA Code of Ethics are available on the Association website: www.GuardianAssociation.org

Guardian $45.00 (must be a Guardian or taken the State Guardian Competency Exam) OPPG#
Affiliate $60.00 (Non-guardian, Individual)
Corporate $75.00 (company is owner of the membership, includes two members, transferable between employees)
Category for listing on GAPC website (Please check appropriate boxes and print legibly)

Professional Guardian
Assisted Living Facility
Attorney
Care Manager
Other

Family Guardian
Nursing / Rehab Facility
Paralegal / Legal Assistant
Finance / Banking

Health Care Agency
Power of Attorney (POA)
Government / Court Personnel

Name
Business Name/Organization
Address
State

City
County
Email Address

Home Phone

Zip
Fax

Website Address

Please make check payable to Guardian Association. Mail to GAPC, P.O. Box 1826, Pinellas Park, FL 33780
To apply or renew membership online, please visit our website at www.GuardianAssociation.org
P a y P a l P r e f e r r e d . For more information contact: 813-625-8734.

